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Report to Misa Gladys English for year ending June 1931

COMMUNITY

The past year has seen this community in a constant
Btate of upheaval and wreckagﬁ. streets have been cut through,
many houses torn down or moved away Lo make way for the new
gtrcets and the new university buildings. Ve ourselves aince
last fall, have been expecting %o move most any time and when
we finally d1d move the middle of Mgy it was with a real relief
tq?get things started and to have soms prospect of getting

;ﬁhsk to normal. Since the firat of the year we have been WOrk-
f'ing in the midst of noise and dirt; buildings golng up, bulld-
' ings going down, the street car tracks torn up, the parkway

put in, our moving across the street and finally , work on

_Hoover St. really astarted.

For the future we seem to have but two directions
from which to draw children. The Uriveraity is directly to
the south of us and beyond the University 1a Exposition Park.
Directly east of us we nhave the Shrine Auditorium, small
b@sinessis and storage planta. Test and aorth of us are our

reaidential streets and unfortunately we are going to be on

ffnhe gide of Hoover St. adjacent to the directions from whioch
_éﬁe can expect less and leas in juvenile regilastration and
‘sireulation.Decidedly the wrong side of the street. Formerly

‘ we were right between two heavy traffic arteriea, Figueroa St.

Qnﬁ Vermont Ave. When Hoover St. 1a finished we shall still

ﬁa between these two streets and on the far side of Hoover us

'r&r ag our gcho 1 shildren are concerned. Of course the library




* QIRCULATION

18 going o be more accessible to our patrons on the north

of us but we think that will affect adults more than children.
There is no use wailiﬁg about thing which cannot be helped, ﬁ

but we feel that it would have made a real difference in the

fature of the branch 1f we could have been on the west side of

Toover St.

An anaijaia of the year's circulation figures reveals

:mnny loasses. Our loss of 633 in fairy tales ia almoss unbelievable

; tud explainable to a certain degres. ‘e partly atiribute the

‘ 1:598 loss as well as the loss of BR6 in Xzs to the two terr#hlo

;acaidenta resutling in the deaths of two small boys. These

f‘classea atarted to lose soon efter these accidents which oacurred

within a few daya of sach other about the first of the year

This, together with the inecreasing traffie problem,seems to bLm

Jthe}only anawer for our fairy tale collection is good and has

alyaya bgon widely read. However, llke every one else we arg
finding the children less and less Intercated in falry taléa
every year., Cur next largest loss was in 300s where we had a
lo3s of 280. e also lost 158 in X7008--130 in X9108--and

82 in 15008. The remaining classes show small losses from B2-50
with a gain of 70 in X200s, & elass which was used a great deal
by univeraity students and one of our teachers. Filetlion gained
50. Ve viewed with surprise our gain of 265 in magazinea until
we remembered that we had added Populsr llechanics to our liat
this year. TXeedless to say we are more than glad that maguzines
are inoluded in the total eirculation. Tgking all in all, our
truffic problem whish are serious, the two deaths by accident,
the zreat loss in enrolliment in our closest achool, the unseitled
condition of the community and our two days closing for :moving,

we feel that we have done rather well to cloue the year with so

amall 8 losg as 1587.




The future 13 more or less probdblematis but we hope with Mr.
?enﬁleton, prinecipal of 32nd 3%. School,that with the completion
of the new school building and all this upheaval over with that
more familiea will move baek in the neighbomhood again.

YORK WITH SCHOOLS.

Our registration figures show a loss of 33 for the year,
Conaidering the fact that two of our achools are losing steadily
in enrolliment this loss seems'quita small. Thirty-second St.
School which ia juat half a block ;way and with which we do our
most intensive work has dropped in the last two years from an
enrollment of almost 700 to little rmore than 400. “orwood St.
School ig a very small school with an enrollment £ only 250 and
still dropping. Vermont Ave. 3echool is just about holding its
own and Thirty-seventh St. School i3 gaining steadily but slowly.
The last two mentioned are both west of Vermont Ave.

‘7o have the friendliest relations with all of ocur school
Claszes from Thirty-second St. School- visit the library every
two weeks from October until June. The other schools are too
distant for class viasits bdut the principal of Thirty-seventh St.
Sehool hopes to send the alxth grade classes next term 1f possible
Throughout the year we keep our contacts with the schools alive
with school visits and book talks and appreciation hours.

Ye can do l1ittle more in our Junior High Schocl than
visits and talks with the librasrian who is always glad to recelve
whatever lists and material we may bringe.

7ith our one parochial school we feel we do some of
our o038t Infteresating and stimulating worke. This sechool has a
livrary of about 2000 books but the collection leuves rmuach to
be desired. These boys and girls are avid readera and the

sisters are very eager to have the children's® librarian visit

the school and for the children to visit the library. They were




the shildren, ons isn't tha rlibrary

moat enthusiastie about our Vacation Reading Plan as the school

1ibrry will be c¢losed during the summer.

¥ORK WITH OTHER INSTITUTICHNS.

The children of this commanity loat a real friend with
the passing of Tr. Bull of the Junior *fuseum. Dr. Bull had
glven several interesting talks to groups of our children and
he was nmost generous in his plans for the future. Miss Virginia R
Rice who is trmporarily in charge is also one of the library's

good friends.

HE ‘DING GUIDANCE OF CHILDREN.
We consider the work we do on the floor afier school

one of the most important phases of our work with children.
Not having the terrible after school rushes so many of the
branches have, we are able to do most effective work with in-
Aividual children. ~e have time to do this in a more leimsurely
way, time to know the children and their reading tastesand time
to help them carefully and patiently in their selections.

| Turing class visita the children are usually reuding
along certain lines or preparing material for their activities
and we have the books and other material ready for them when

they come to the library.

STORY HOURS -

As we have repeatediy stated throughout the year, our
gtory-hour i3 our joy and delight, so mach @o that we are loath
to turn the group over to the student story tellers. ‘7e have
had three very good story tellers this year but they really are

rather a miisance. They are careless about letiing us know when

they cannot come and they seem to expect all sorts of privileges
in taking out booka. Cur main objection is that they take the
story hour toc casually and are not businecga-like about 1%.

We feel that the story hour is one of our niceat contacts with

teasher” them but a fallow




BOOK COLLECTIOKN.

A new childrem's librarian might come 1lnfto our room
and find serious laeks in our collection but we feel that it 18
fairly well rounded and the result of careful selection over a
period of years. 7¢ have ordered rather heavily in new bo ka
this year and expect to continue %o do so as we are rot discarding
very heavily at present. e do need more general nature study
material, more ,lays( although we never have the right ones
anyway) more books bn costume and boat bullding. Cur fairy tale
collection is good and we feel that our fiction ecllection is
well developed. ‘e are not proud of the number of mpater; titles
on our shelf list but the demand exisss and we do try to give

the children the best of the kind.

TISCIPLIYE.

Tiscourteous and migbehaved children are nct & problem
- a% University Branoh. Cur children respect the library and
aet accordingly. Mmeh of this is due to the splendid cooperation

ol the schools.

CHILDREN'3 ROOM

Cur dream for the future, as most every one has heard,
ig to have the walls of the ﬁnn\ hour room knocked ocut. We have
several reasons---all good. Firat- we are going to need room for
shelf expansion immedistely, Sedond~ we are very eager to iry
an experiment with Junior High Sehool boys and girls. ‘e should
like %o turn over a large corner for their very own use, for
both study and reuding. e feel that 1f we could announce in
¢he school papers and at the azsemblies that we have a Juniox
1igh Schooldepartment it would do much to attract more intermedia
{ntermediates to the librarys e should do all we could to make
the room attractice to them with speclal collections, .osaters,
1ists, eteetera and sincerely feel that 1s is a thrilling i1dea.
Third, and last, being lovers of the beautiful we know that




r

mach brighter. ?tbry hours could be held in the adult club
room a 4 our visiting eclasses could be tuken cure of in the
shildren's room as they are in so many branches. Having heard
almost as we are writing this that the dream is to be a realidy
we are very happy and excited and full of ambition to nake it

very worth while,

CONCIUSION

A8 we have siated slsewhere in this report we are gpoint
$0 have serious tr:u fie problems to face when Hoover St. 1a
completed but we are hoping for iore signals and a tunnel at
‘Toover and Jeffergon. Ve alac hope that with the completion of
the new Thirty-second 3t. School more familiss with children will
move back into the commnity. This school is gradually being
make a demonatration sechool with very superior teachers and thia
fast will undoubtedly attraet many parents. Begin.ing next term
the first, third and sixth grades will do demonatration work.

7hile we eonsider ouraelver fortunate to have found
temporary quaters as attractive a3 these we are in, nevertheless
we shall be more than glad to return home and we feel cBrtain
thet our joy and relief over being back in our own bu.ilding will
étimulata us to meet the new achool term with ad ed zcat and new

1deas.

Respectfully submitted,

Lo £ Pt

Children®s librarian.




